
Option 2 (Textbook Reading and Questions) 
Directions: 
 Read the following excerpt from our history textbook and answer the questions after it in 
complete sentences. 

 
Textbook Reading on the Rise of Hitler 

 
 

 

      The Weimar Republic 

 Germany’s new democratic government was set up in 1919. Known as the 
Weimar (WY•MAHR) Republic, it was named after the city where the national assembly 
met. The Weimar Republic had serious weaknesses from the start. First, Germany 
lacked a strong democratic tradition. Furthermore, postwar Germany had several major 
political parties and many minor ones. Worst of all, millions of Germans blamed the 
Weimar government, not their wartime leaders, for the country’s defeat and postwar 
humiliation caused by the Versailles Treaty. 

      

Inflation Causes Crisis in Germany  

Germany also faced enormous economic problems that had begun during the war. 
Unlike Britain and France, Germany had not greatly increased its wartime taxes. To pay 
the expenses of the war, the Germans had simply printed money. After Germany’s 
defeat, this paper money steadily lost its value. Burdened with heavy reparations 
payments to the Allies and with other economic problems, Germany printed even more 
money. As a result, the value of the mark, as Germany’s currency was called, fell 
sharply. Severe inflation set in. Germans needed more and more money to buy even 
the most basic goods. For example, in Berlin a loaf of bread cost less than a mark in 
1918, more than 160 marks in 1922, and some 200 billion marks by late 1923. People 
took wheelbar- rows full of money to buy food. As a result, many Germans questioned 
the value of their new democratic government.  

Attempts at Economic Stability 

Germany recovered from the 1923 inflation thanks largely to the work of an international 
committee. The committee was headed by Charles Dawes, an American banker. The 
Dawes Plan provided for a $200 mil- lion loan from American banks to stabilize German 
currency and strengthen its economy. The plan also set a more realistic schedule for 
Germany’s reparations payments.  



Put into effect in 1924, the Dawes Plan helped slow inflation. As the German economy 
began to recover, it attracted more loans and investments from the United States. By 
1929, German factories were producing as much as they had before the war.   

Efforts at a Lasting Peace  

As prosperity returned, Germany’s for- eign minister, Gustav Stresemann 
(STRAY•zuh•MAHN), and France’s foreign minister, Aristide Briand (bree•AHND), tried 
to improve rela- tions between their countries. In 1925, the two ministers met in 
Locarno, Switzerland, with officials from Belgium, Italy, and Britain. They signed a treaty 
promising that France and Germany would never again make war against each other. 
Germany also agreed to respect the existing borders of France and Belgium. It then 
was admitted to the League of Nations.      

In 1928, the hopes raised by the “spirit of Locarno” led to the Kellogg-Briand peace 
pact. Frank Kellogg, the U.S. Secretary of State, arranged this agreement with France’s 
Briand. Almost every country in the world, including the Soviet Union, signed. They 
pledged “to renounce war as an instrument of national policy.”     

Unfortunately, the treaty had no means to enforce its provisions. The League of 
Nations, the obvious choice as enforcer, had no armed forces. The refusal of the United 
States to join the League also weakened it. Nonetheless, the peace agree- ments 
seemed a good start.  

A Global Depression  

The collapse of the American economy sent shock waves around the world. Worried 
American bankers demanded repayment of their overseas loans, and American 
investors withdrew their money from Europe. The American market for European goods 
dropped sharply as the U.S. Congress placed high tariffs on imported goods so that 
American dollars would stay in the United States and pay for American goods. This 
policy backfired. Conditions worsened for the United States. Many countries that 
depended on exporting goods to the United States also suffered. Moreover, when the 
United States raised tariffs, it set off a chain reaction. Other nations imposed their own 
higher tariffs. World trade dropped by 65 percent. This contributed further to the 
economic downturn. Unemployment rates soared. 

Effects Throughout the World  

Because of war debts and dependence on American loans and investments, Germany 
and Austria were particularly hard hit. In 1931, Austria’s largest bank failed. In Asia, 



both farmers and urban workers suffered as the value of exports fell by half between 
1929 and 1931. The crash was felt heavily in Latin America as well. As European and 
U.S. demand for such Latin American products as sugar, beef, and copper dropped, 
prices collapsed.   

Hitler Rises to Power in Germany 

When Mussolini became dictator of Italy in the mid-1920s, Adolf Hitler was a little-known 
political leader whose early life had been marked by disappointment. When World War I 
broke out, Hitler found a new beginning. He volunteered for the German army and was 
twice awarded the Iron Cross, a medal for bravery.     

The Rise of the Nazis  

At the end of the war, Hitler settled in Munich. In 1919, he joined a tiny right-wing 
political group. This group shared his belief that Germany had to overturn the Treaty of 
Versailles and combat communism. The group later named itself the National Socialist 
German Workers’ Party, called Nazi for short. Its policies formed the German brand of 
fascism known as Nazism. The party adopted the swastika, or hooked cross, as its 
symbol. The Nazis also set up a private militia called the storm troopers or Brown Shirts. 

Within a short time, Hitler’s success as an organizer and speaker led him to be chosen 
der Führer (duhr FYUR•uhr), or the leader, of the Nazi party. Inspired by Mussolini’s 
march on Rome, Hitler and the Nazis plotted to seize power in Munich in 1923. The 
attempt failed, and Hitler was arrested. He was tried for treason but was sentenced to 
only five years in prison. He served less than nine months.   

While in jail, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle). This book set forth his beliefs and 
his goals for Germany. Hitler asserted that the Germans, whom he incorrectly called 
“Aryans,” were a “mas- ter race.” He declared that non-Aryan “races,” such as Jews, 
Slavs, and Gypsies, were inferior. He called the Versailles Treaty an outrage and vowed 
to regain German lands. Hitler also declared that Germany was overcrowded and 
needed more lebensraum, or living space. He promised to get that space by con- 
quering eastern Europe and Russia.  

After leaving prison in 1924, Hitler revived the Nazi Party. Most Germans ignored him 
and his angry message until the Great Depression ended the nation’s brief postwar 
recovery. When American loans stopped, the German economy collapsed. Civil unrest 
broke out. Frightened and confused, Germans now turned to Hitler, hoping for security 
and firm leadership.   



Hitler Becomes Chancellor 

The Nazis had become the largest political party by 1932. Conservative leaders mis- 
takenly believed they could control Hitler and use him for their purposes. In January 
1933, they advised President Paul von Hindenburg to name Hitler chancellor. Thus 
Hitler came to power legally.  

Once in office, Hitler called for new elections, hoping to win a parliamentary majority. 
Six days before the election, a fire destroyed the Reichstag building, where the 
parliament met. The Nazis blamed the Communists. By stirring up fear of the 
Communists, the Nazis and their allies won by a slim majority.     

Hitler used his new power to turn Germany into a totalitarian state. He banned all other 
political parties and had opponents arrested. Meanwhile, an elite, black- uniformed unit 
called the SS (Schutzstaffel, or protection squad) was created. It was loyal only to Hitler. 
In 1934, the SS arrested and murdered hundreds of Hitler’s enemies. This brutal action 
and the terror applied by the Gestapo, the Nazi secret police, shocked most Germans 
into total obedience.     

The Nazis quickly took command of the economy. New laws banned strikes, dissolved 
independent labor unions, and gave the government authority over busi- ness and 
labor. Hitler put millions of Germans to work. They constructed factories, built highways, 
manufactured weapons, and served in the military. As a result, the number of 
unemployed dropped from about 6 million to 1.5 million in 1936. 

      

The Führer Is Supreme  

Hitler wanted more than just economic and political power—he wanted control over 
every aspect of German life. To shape public opin- ion and to win praise for his 
leadership, Hitler turned the press, radio, literature, painting, and film into propaganda 
tools. Books that did not conform to Nazi beliefs were burned in huge bonfires. 
Churches were forbidden to criticize the Nazis or the government. Schoolchildren had to 
join the Hitler Youth (for boys) or the League of German Girls. Hitler believed that 
continuous struggle brought vic- tory to the strong. He twisted the philosophy of 
Friedrich Nietzsche to support his use of brute force. 

 

 



 

Questions to answer in complete sentences in on the Digital Attenace Form: 

1) What did many Germans blame the Weimar Republic for? 
 
-Answer Question in the Digital Attendance Form  
 

2) In 1-2 sentences, describe the causes and effects of inflation in Germany after 
WWI 
 
-Answer Question in the Digital Attendance Form  
 

3) In 1-2 sentences describe which country came up with a plan to help Germany with 
their inflation problem and describe the major details of the plan. 
 
-Answer Question in the Digital Attendance Form  
 

4) In 1-2 sentences describe how Hitler rose to power in Germany. 
 
-Answer Question in the Digital Attendance Form  
 

5) In 1-2 sentences describe how Hitler ruled over Germany once he took power. 
 
-Answer Question in the Digital Attendance Form  
 

 

    

   

 

    

   

 

     



    
   
 


